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case to support the dc facto king, and which freed
those who did so from the penalties of high treason
(1495). It must be added that the adherents of
Richard III. at Bosworth were specially excepted
from the benefits of the new la\v by means of an
outrageous legal fiction, Henry's reign being dated
from the day before the battle. The natural tendency
of this statute was to discourage hasty rebellion, since
it was obviously wiser to watch the course of events
than to join either party, or, if this course were
impossible, to support the reigning king.

But Henry was not content with the mere holding-
out of inducements to obedience; he also took
measures to compel it. It has been already pointed
out that the practice of u maintenance " enabled
powerful offenders to escape justice, and rendered
them practically independent on their own estates.
To meet this evil that court, which is commonly
known as the Star Chamber, was established (1487).
It consisted of the most influential members of the
Privy Council, and was in the first instance given
jurisdiction in all cases where the local courts were
unlikely to be able to give a free verdict. In the
course of time it extended its sphere, and absorbed
the functions of the original Star Chamber of
Edward III.,1 whence it acquired the name under
which it became notorious as one of the chief engines
of Stuart tyranny. During the reign of Henry VII.,
however, it did an excellent work in abolishing a
practice which had hitherto been one of the chief

1 A committee of the  Royal  Council,  having jurisdiction  in  all
matters outside the province of the Court of Chancery.